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BOOK RVIEW
Semen, The Ultra-Structure of Mammalian Spermatozoa, Pheromones
and Mammalian Reproduction, The Uterus and the Control of Ovarian
Function, The Hazards of Birth, and Human Fertility as a World Problem.
Each of the separate subjects listed above was authored by an individual
or group of individuals who appear to be extremely familiar with their
subject material. In each of the chapters a rather thorough yet succinct
review was undertaken by the authors of that chapter. One of the real
strengths of this book, in addition to the wide diversity of subjects well
reviewed, is that the authors present facts predominantly and refrain from
overinterpretation of the data that they have collected.
The chapter on Pheromones and Mammalian Reproduction was especially
fascinating to this reviewer in that it covered a subject not usually men-
tioned in textbooks on reproductive physiology. The fact that body odors
and the olfactory reception of these odors plays a large role in reproductive
physiology among animals is readily apparent to anyone who has ever
owned an animal that has gone into heat. However, the amount of work
done on exactly what these pheromones are and how they may influence
the choosing of a mate or the regulation of the reproductive cycle in animals
has received a relatively scant amount of scientific effort, according to the
article written by Dr. W. K. Whitten.
I would recommend this book to anyone who is seriously interested in
reproductive physiology, both as an enjoyable book to read through and as
a source reference. Anyone wishing to go into greater depth in any of the
areas covered by this text has available an excellent up-to-date bibliography
at the end of each chapter.
EDWARD J. QUILLIGAN
CONFLICT IN SOCIETY. CIBA Foundation Symposium. Edited by Anthony
De Reuck and Julie Knight. Boston, Little, Brown and Co., 1966. 467 pp.
$13.00.
This high-level, multi-disciplinary symposium deals with such complex
issues that it merits a most sociologically sophisticated reviewer. Somewhat
less than that as a physician, I nonetheless found this work to be both
exciting and challenging, as well as confusing. My reaction suggests that
Conflict in Society deserves a diverse audience, not one just limited to
sociologists. Its broad relevance is indicated by H. V. Dicks' statement:
"This symposium's concern is with man as a political animal somewhere
on the way to adapting his remaining immaturities as a species and as an
individual to social change which he has largely brought about himself."
The participants in this symposium are world leaders in a variety of
fields, including international law, economics, psychiatry, anthropology,
political science and sociology. It is patently impossible to do justice to any
one of the fine papers in a brief review, and only a few of the concepts
developed in the symposium will be mentioned.
S. L. Washburn points out that primates are almost unique among
mammals in their participation in intra-species conflict, especially over
territoriality and hierarchy. A quite theoretical discussion by George DeVos
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goes on to consider this human conflict in terms of instrumental and
expressive dominance of some groups over other groups. Despite the
identification and exclusion processes which take place, any dominant group
relies upon the existence of a suppressed group, lending hope that total
extinction of one side in war or conflict would be accidental and not within
the purposes of the dominant forces. Dicks emphasizes the importance of
intra-personal conflict in developing international tension since both the
paranoid and depressive positions in early object relationships contribute
to greater authoritarianism and, therefore, greater aggression.
J. A. A. van Doorn suggests that the greater the number of components
in a society, the greater the tendency towards stability and continued
existence. On the same theme, Ruth Glass discusses the usually unrecog-
nized "radical" disrupting influence of non-urban areas, which are less
complex in van Doorn's terms. In disagreement, Karl Deutsch points out
that social unrest seems to occur in direct proportion to the closeness to
the center of the government.
Kenneth Boulding's complex and theoretical analysis of the interaction of
individuals and organizations in terms of "games theory" emphasizes the
emotional factors which interfere with rational or "realistic" learning. The
paper by Anatol Rapoport also accentuates the importance of the events
that "occur within the skins of individuals" and the limitations of "games
theory" for analyzing real life situations if the biological and ethical factors
are neglected.
Karl Deutsch suggests that international conflict results from differences
in power between groups, low interdependence of groups and high internal
resistance to change within groups. Tension diminishes with an increase
in the flow of mutual transaction and covariance between groups.
Warsaw's Karol Lapter approaches the problem of international tension
rather differently, attributing conflict to the disregard of the principles of
equal sovereignty and the right of all nations and states to self determina-
tion. However, Lapter goes on to say that the solution of international
tension might lie in "voluntary compromise (by each nation and state)
based on enlightened self interest." Both J. W. Burton and Lapter reject
world government as a solution to international tension because it promotes
power alliances and diminishes equal sovereignty. Burton goes on to sug-
gest that the solution for the "greatest payoff" would be to encourage
decision-making processes by each of the States which would lead to
conditions of peace with all other States.
In summary, the various papers in this symposium range widely in their
readability, as well as their point of view. However, all were challenging
and provoking. The actual existence of the symposium, which brings
together scientists of different political and theoretical positions, clearly
supports Chairman Haddow's suggestion that the penetrance of peoples
is the means of increasing understanding and trust. Not recommended for
light reading, this work is for anyone who wants "a crag to break his
mind upon."
F. PATRICK McKEGNEY
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